Building with clay/straw

Clay/straw building evolved in Germany
from a heavier clay method called
owattle and daubg, still used in many
parts of the world.

Straw was added which lightened the
clay and gave it more insulation value.
Typically, the clay/straw mix was used
as an infill system between structural
members.

Searching for a natural wall system for
his timber frame structures, Robert
Laporte adapted the traditional
technique to create a thermally efficient
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Recent CMHC sponsored testing of
clay/straw walls shows an effective R
valuesuperior to a
fibreglass batts. And the density of the
clay/straw mix gives these walls efficient
thermal mass, suited to our climate.

Clay/straw walls are also breathable,
minimizing indoor air-quality problems
associated with the trapping of moisture
through the wall.

Workshop Details

Dates. Monday, August 11, 8:00 am -
Friday evening, Aug. 15

Cost. $550 single / $1000 couple
Early registration May 30: $525 / $945

We are open to discussing reduced rates for
students and low income folks. We could
also arrange payments, or you could work
on our project in exchange for partial fee
payment.

Registration includes.

9 5 days of expert instruction and

hands on experience

evening Q and A

take home materials

nourishing, hearty lunch daily

Friday evening windup celebration,

with supper, live music and dancing

1 5 days of learning and working
together with others interested in
alternative building methods and
materials

Accommodations: Campgrounds and bed
and breakfasts are a few minutes away from
the workshop site. Contact us for options.
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you or exchange emails. Contact us:
Tim and Janet Kroeker
204 346 0978

woolkroe@mts.net
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5 Day Workshop
Building
with
Clay/Straw

~

wi t h
August 11915, 2008

Roseau River, Manitoba
(1 hour south of Winnipeg)



Registration form

Name(s):

Mailing address:

Phone: Home:

Work:

Cell:

Email:

Cheque enclosed: _ Amount:

Payment by Mastercard or VISA: contact us at
204 346 0978

Please indicate any food restrictions:

What will you learn?

The 5 day workshop will provide
participants with training and hands on
experience in:

* foundations - learn about ecologically
sound Woodchip Insulated Concrete
Forms and how they integrate with
clay/straw walls

* matrix framing - constructing and
erecting the Larsen truss walls that wrap
around the timber structure, creating a
matrix to hold the form work

* door and window framing - learn a
systematic approach to constructing
door and window frames within the
clay/straw wall matrix

* formwork - making and installing the
forms, stripping and recycling forms
back into the finished home

* clay/straw production and
placement - what kind of clay is
needed, creating the right mix, placing
the mix into formwork, tamping, etc.

* staging - moving material, erecting
scaffolding, coordinating a safe and
efficient project

*much, much more

Robert Laporte, ECoNest Building Co.,
will be the workshop leader. Originally
from northern Ontario, he has been
building timber frame, clay/straw homes
for more than twenty years.

He is coauthor with his wife, architect Paula
Baker Laporte, of EcoNest: Creating
Sustainable Sanctuaries of Straw, Clay and
Timber. See www.econest for more info.

Tim and Janet Kroeker.

www.woolbed.ca

The workshop will build the clay/straw walls
for our timber frame home, on the Roseau
River, an hour south of Winnipeg


http://www.econest/

